♣ Ethiopia developed a population policy in 1993 which aimed to reduce the total fertility rate to 4.0 and increase the CPR to 44% by the year 2015 (poorly implemented). Introduction: Amhara region / North and south Gondar zones
• The Amhara region had a population estimated at 20 million in mid-2008. The population increases on the average by 500,000 every year.
• About 85% of the population lives in rural areas.
• The infant and under5 mortality rates are estimated to be 94 and 154 per 1000 live births, respectively (EDHS, 2005).
• The total fertility rate of this region was estimated at 5.1 children per woman (EDHS 2005) .
• The population of North and South Gondar Zones (5.6 million) where the present study was conducted is about 28% of the population of the Amhara region and account about 40% of the area of the region.
• The population of these zones has increased by about 45% in the last fourteen years (from 1994 to 2008).
• Many studies including that of the world bank strongly argue that rapid population growth acts as a brake on development among poor developing countries ♣ Consequently, a total of eight rural Woredas and two big urban centers (having the status of Woreda administration) were included in the present study.
8 Methods ♣ A total of 3547 women aged 15 to 49 years residing in both urban and rural areas of the randomly selected clusters and kebeles were registered and data were collected from 3512 of them.
♣ Data collection was carried out by twenty health professionals who were given a three-day intensive training with practical exercises. Five health officers/sanitarians were assigned to supervise the data collection process.
♣ Data entry into the computer was carried out using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) for Windows version 15. The Bongaarts' model was applied to analyze the given data and to estimate the required fertility rates and proximate determinants of fertility. ► The emergence of households with no farmland in the typical rural areas is indicative of the seriousness of the population pressure and its adverse effect on the local environment of the Amhara region in general and the two Gondar zones in particular.
► The current use of family planning methods (27.3% among married women) and the intentions to use in the future are appreciably higher than the findings of earlier studies undertaken in the Amhara region (2005 EDHS, Amhara region, CPR =15.7% among married women).
► On the other hand, an unmet need of 38% obtained in the present study together with the relatively low level of contraceptive use is indicative of the fact that the family planning program in the two Gondar zones is lagging behind.
►
In this regard, in order to achieve significant changes in the demographic transition (such as, replacement level) there appears a need to increase the current CPR by nearly 3 times among married women. 1 Predicted by Bongaarts formula 2 Estimated using births in the last 3 years preceding the survey ♣ The observed total fertility rate estimated for the rural areas was about twice of that of the big towns (Gondar and /Tabour towns).
♣ The observed rates were very close to the ones predicted using the Bongaarts' formula.
♣ However, the predicted rates in urban centers were relatively higher than the observed ones indicating the absence of an intermediate fertility variable (most probably, induced abortion) ♣ Overall, the total fertility rates obtained in this study were relatively higher than the ones estimated by the 2005 EDHS for the Amhara region.
